
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE 

PENNSYLVANIA MAGAZINE 

Oj? 

HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY. 

Vol. XXIV. 1900. No. 1. 



"THE AMEEICAN SOCIETY HELD AT PHILADELPHIA 
EOE PKOMOTING USEFUL KNOWLEDGE." 

CONTRIBUTED BY MRS. W. LANE VERLENDEN. 

[That two contemporary societies, organized for the same object, — the 
advancement of useful knowledge, — should eventually unite, was to be 
expected from the character of their membership. The transactions 
which led to the union of these societies, "The American Society held 
at Philadelphia for Promoting Useful Knowledge," with "The American 
Philosophical Society," have been extracted from the records of the 
last-named society.] 

Minutes of February 2, 1768. 

" The following Paper from sundry Gentlemen of this 
City was read, viz. 

"A Society having subsisted for some time in this City under the 
name of the American Society held at Philadelphia for promoting and 
propagating useful Knowledge, whose Views have been nearly the same 
with those which are published of the American Philosophical Society, 
and it being judged that the Ends proposed by both could be carried out 
with more advantage to the Public if an Union could take Place between 
them, it is proposed that such Union may take place. 
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2 The American Society held at Philadelphia. 

"Charles Thomson, Edmund Physick, Isaac Paschal, John Morgan, 
Samuel Powel, Joseph Paschal, Owen Biddle, Clement Biddle, W m 
Bettle, Isaac Bartram, Moses Bartram, John Dickinson, Cadwalader 
Evans, Nicholas Wain, Benjamin Davis, John Lukens, Thomas Mifflin, 
David Evans, James Pearson. 

"Corresponding Members. 
"David Bittenhouse, W m Henry, of Lancaster, W m Johnson, of Caro- 
lina, Sam 1 Bard, of New York. 

" On perusal of this paper, signifying the Desire of those 
Gentlemen of uniting our common Design for the more 
effectually promoting useful Knowledge — it was resolved, 

"That they be introduced among us by Election ; and on this Occa- 
sion to dispense with that Part of Bule made at the last meeting for 
members, which requires their being proposed at a previous meeting, 
and the List of their Names being read to the Society, it was agreed to 
proceed immediately to ballot for them, and they were accordingly chosen 
agreeably to said List. 

"N.B. Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Lukens, Charles Thomson 
and Dr. Evans, having been formerly chosen in this Society 
are left at Liberty to come in on this, or their former Elec- 
tion ; and Mr. Bittehhouse being only an honorary member 
in the above List and being a regular member of this 
Society, and having by Letter signified his Desire of joining 
it, any Election of Him, was thought unnecessary." 

Minutes of February 9, 1768. 
" Messrs Bond and Smith, reported that ' the Gentlemen 
of the American Society' had requested a copy of the min- 
utes, and had rec'd it with the following letter, viz. 

"Gent. — According to our Promise we send you the Minutes, tho' we 
believe our Authority was only to read it to you, but not to copy it, be- 
cause it was drawn up in Haste, and is not revised by any Order of the 
Society. However we give it, in Trust that will not think it proper to 
enter on your Books, till it is entered on ours ; for that might occasion 
Difficulty in making any alteration, should any be judged expedient by 
you and us. 

"We have only to add, that everything respecting you was conducted 
with the greatest marks of Regard ; and that the same good Disposition 
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appeared among our members which your Paper declares of yours, for 
uniting our common Design, for the advancement of Useful Knowledge. 
"It was agreed among us not to admit any new Proposal of Members, 
besides yours, at our last Meeting, nor to proceed to the Election of Officers, 
which was to have been the Business of that Night, but to postpone this 
and every other Matter till next Tuesday, when you have an opportunity 
of being present to give your Votes and Advice. We are, with great 
Eespect &c." 

Minutes of March 8, 1768. 

" Minute of the American Society Peby 2 a read & ordered 
to be inserted in our minutes, viz. — 

"Tuesday Feby 9 th 1768. At a meeting of the American Society for 
promoting and propagating useful Knowledge, held at Philadelphia : — 

"The Minute of the American Philosophical Society of the 2 d Inst, 
which declares our Election into that Society, being considered it was 
unanimously determined, that as it was not on the Terms proposed, we 
are under the necessity of declining the union. Ordered that the Secre- 
tary deliver a Copy of the Minute to a Member of the Philosophical So- 
ciety, to be laid before them — 

"Owen Biddle, 

"Secy for the time being." 

Minutes of November IS, 1768. 

"This Society having been informed that there is a Disposition in the 
Members of the American Society for promoting useful Knowledge, to 
unite with us, & that they would appoint a Committee to treat with a 
Committee of this Society upon the Subject ; and we being desirous to 
promote such a Union do appoint D r Shippen, D r Bond, Mr. Syng, Dr. 
Bhoads, D r Smith & D r Ewing to be a Committee to concert Measures 
& prepare the way for such Union, & to make report of their Proceed- 
ings to the next Meeting." 

Minutes of December 20, 1768. 

" The Committee ... to confer . . . acquainted the So- 
ciety that they had drawn up their Report in "Writing ; which 
being twice read, an addition was proposed to the 4 th Ar- 
ticle & some alteration in the 5 th and 8 th , and some members 
from the other Society, having in the meantime delivered a 
message to this Society, importing that the other Society 
were now met on Purpose to Wait the Result of this So- 



4 The American Society held at Philadelphia. 

ciety concerning the plan of Union ; D r Smith and D r Ship- 
pen jun r were appointed to accompany the said members to 
lay before them the Proposed addition and alterations, who 
being returned, informed this Society that the same were 
cheerfully agreed to by the other Society. Then ordered 
that the Report & Articles as now amended, be entered on 
the minutes as finally settled, as follows, viz. 

' ' The Committee appointed at last meeting of this Society to confer 
with the Committee of the American Society held at Philad a for pro- 
moting useful Knowledge do report that they had twice met the said 
Committee in order to prepare the way for uniting both Societies agree- 
able to the Instructions given them 

"That the first meeting was at Mr. Bryne's on Tuesday Evening, No- 
vember the 6 th ; and the whole Terms as then settled are as follows, viz. 

"Whereas two Societies subsist in this City, whose Views and Ends 
are the same, viz. The Advancement of useful Knowledge ; and it being 
judged that their Union would be of public Advantage ; it was agreed 
that such Union should take place, on Terms of perfect Equality ; & for 
that Purpose it was therefore reasonable — 

"That a new Name, made out of the former Names of both should be 
fixed for the United Society, and the following Name was accordingly 
agreed to, viz. 

"The American Philosophical Society, held at Philadelphia, for pro- 
moting Useful Knowledge. 

' ' 2. That besides the members which stand proposed, no new Mem- 
bers be proposed or elected by either Society till this Treaty is finished. 

" 3. That the first meeting of the united Society be at the College on 
Monday the 2 a of January next, at 6 o' Clock in the Evening. 

"4. That there shall be one Patron, one President, one Treasurer, 
four Secretaries & three Curators ; & that all the said Officers be 
chosen by Ballot, at the first meeting, viz. the said 2 d Day of January ; 
(excepting only that instead of electing a Patron, a Committee of the 
united Society be appointed at said meeting to wait on the Governor of 
the Province & to request him to be Patron) which Officers shall con- 
tinue in their Eespective Offices till the first meeting of the United So- 
ciety which shall be in January 1770 ; when & at every first meeting 
of January which shall be in every Year there shall be a new Election of 
Officers. 

"5. That after the Union a Committee be appointed to form a new 
Sett of Laws, taking in what may be thought proper out of the former 
Laws of both Societies. 

" 6. That each Society, before the first of January pay off their Ee- 
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spective Debts and the Treasurers of the former Societies shall account 
& settle with the New Treasurer to be chosen & pay him the Balances 
in their Hands. 

"7. That the Books & all the Curiosities &c of the former Societies be 
deposited in the Cabinet or elsewhere as the United Society shall direct, 

" 8. That in the joint Publication which it may be thought proper to 
make of the Transactions of the former Societies, no preference shall be 
given to the Papers of either, but they shall be arranged & digested 
according to their Subjects & Dates. 

"9. That there shall be a New Book of the future Transactions of the 
United Society, beginning with the following Preface, or Declaration, viz. 

"Whereas [a repetition of the above] 

"This Book therefore is to contain only the Transactions of the 
United Society under the Name aforesaid. What further relates to the 
Terms of union, as, well as the former Transactions of each Society, being 
antecedent to the Commencement of this Book, may be found in the old 
Books deposited in the Cabinet." 

The united Societies met in January of 1769, upwards of 
eighty members being present. 

The " Eules and Statutes," together with " The Obliga- 
tion," and a list of the " Fellows and Corresponding Mem- 
bers of the American Society," with fae-similies of their 
autographs are taken from the original Minute Book at 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

[Title page.] 
RULES AND STATUTES 

OF 

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY 

HELD AT 

PHILADELPHIA 

FOR 

PROMOTING USEFUL KNOWLEDGE 

TOGETHER WITH 

A LIST OF THE FELLOWS AND CORRESPONDING 

MEMBERS. 
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or 

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY 

HELD AT PHILADELPHIA 
FOE PEOMOTING USEFUL KNOWLEDGE. 



1. This Society shall consist of a President, Fellows & 
corresponding Members. When any person is proposed for 
a fellow or corresponding member, his name shall be written 
on a card and hung up in the room, and his election shall 
be on the second evening after he is proposed. 

2. The Election of Fellows and corresponding members 
shall be by ballot. A majority of the members present 
shall be necessary for the election of a corresponding mem- 
ber, but the consent of four fifths of the company met shall 
be required to elect a fellow. 

3. Every fellow after he is elected shall subscribe the fol- 
lowing Obligation upon his being admitted into the Society 
or his election shall be void. 

We who have hereunto subscribed do promise each for himself to pro- 
mote the good of the American Society held at Philadelphia for promot- 
ing useful knowledge, and to pursue the ends, for which the same was 
founded ; we will be present at the meetings of the Society as oft as con- 
veniently we can and will observe the Statutes and Orders of the said 
Society, provided that whenever any of us shall signify to the President 
under his hand that he desires to withdraw from the Society, he shall be 
free from this Obligation. 

4. Every fellow shall pay the sum of Ten shillings as ad- 
mission money and afterwards every year the sum of Ten 
Shillings as a contribution for defraying the charges of Ob- 
servations experiments &c of the Society. 



The American, Society held at Philadelphia. 7 

5. The ordinary Meetings of the Society shall be once a 
week, namely on friday evening, from the 22 a of September 
to the 22 d of march at 6 oclock, and from the 22 a of march 
to the 22 a of September at 7 oclock. Business to begin at 
half an hour after the time of meeting and not to be con- 
tinued after 11 oclock. 

6. The Business of the weekly meetings shall be to order, 
take account, consider and discourse of philosophical experi- 
ments and observations ; to read, hear and discourse upon 
letters and reports, and other papers containing philosophical 
matters, as for instance the productions and varieties of 
nature and Art, all new discovered plants, herbs, trees, roots 
&c, their natures, virtues, uses &c methods of propagating 
them and making such as are useful but peculiar to some 
plantations and countries, more general ; Improvements of 
vegetable juices as cyders, wines &c new methods of curing 
or preventing Diseases ; all new discovered fossils in different 
countries, particularly in America, as Mines Minerals, quar- 
ries &c new and useful Improvements in any branch of 
mathematics ; new discoveries in chymestry viz in distilla- 
tion, brewing assaying of Ores &c ; new mechanical inven- 
tions for saving of labour, as mills, carriages &c and for 
raising and carrying off water, draining meadows &c, all new 
arts, trades, manufactures &c that may be proposed or thought 
of, and all improvements in those already known ; the best 
methods of improving our lands, recovering soils that are 
worn out guarding our fruits, trees, and plants from worms 
and insects ; improving the breed of useful Animals ; intro- 
ducing others from foreign countries, the best methods of 
making and mending highways; improving inland naviga- 
tion, the course and junction of Rivers, surveys, charts and 
maps of particular parts of the seacoasts or inland coun- 
tries ; situation of lakes, mountains &c ; nature of the soil, 
productions &c, and in short every thing relating to the pro- 
moting of arts and Sciences, improving of agriculture, farm- 
ing, gardening, trade, commerce, and the general advance- 
ment of useful knowledge. Experiments when necessary 
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to be made at the charge and defrayed out of the common 
Stock of the Society. — 

7. The standing officers of the Society shall be a President 
Vicepresident, two Secretaries three curators of natural history 
(viz one for each kingdom) & a Treasurer. 

8. The President or in his Absence the vice president or 
in the absence of both such fellow as the Society shall nomi- 
nate for the time being, shall preside in all meetings, regu- 
late all debates of the Society, state and put all questions, 
call for reports and accounts from committees and others, 
summon all extraordinary meetings upon urgent occasions 
and see to the Execution of the statutes and orders of the 
Society. In case the President or vicepresident during the 
term of his or their Office shall die, recede or be removed, 
then and so often it shall be lawful for the Society met 
together to choose one of their number for president or vice- 
president, who shall have and exercise the Office of Presi- 
dent or vicepresident for the remainder of the year. 

9. The Vicepresident shall keep a Statute book, wherein 
are to be fairly written all the laws, Statutes and constitu- 
tions made or to. be made concerning the government and 
regulation of the Society ; also a list of the fellows & cor- 
responding members of the Society. 

10. Of the Secretaries one shall be called the Secretary 
and the other the corresponding Secretary. The Secretary 
shall keep a Kegister book, and enter therein all such dis- 
coveries, Inventions, Observations and histories of natural 
and artificial things as may be ordered. The corresponding 
Secretary shall keep a Letter book and fairly copy therein 
all letters from the Society, and all such letters and extracts 
of Letters to the Society as may be ordered. 

11. Tbe Treasurer shall receive and keep account of all 
the Money due to the Society and discharge all money pay- 
able by the Society. He shall pay small sums by order of 
the President or vicepresident under his hand, but those 
that exceed ten shillings by order of the Society. The Ac- 
counts of the Treasurer shall be audited twice a year by a 
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committee of the Society and a State of them laid before 
the Society at their last meetings in October and April. 
The treasurer shall give bond and security for the faithful 
performance of his duty and the trust reposed in him. 

12. Every Fellow except the President, Vicepresident and 
Secretaries for the time being shall serve as Journalist, four 
weeks in his turn according to the order of his name in 
the Society's books. The Business of the Journalist shall 
be briefly to enter in a book to be provided for that pur- 
pose, the transactions of each meeting with the titles of 
such papers and specimens &c as shall be laid before the 
Society. 

13. The Election of standing Officers, which shall be by 
ballot, shall be held once a year, viz at the last meeting of 
the month of April to enter upon their Offices on the anni- 
versary of the Society. 

14. The first day of May provided it fall not on a Sun- 
day, in which case the preceding day shall be celebrated as 
the anniversary of the Society ; on which day the Society 
shall dine or sup together the better to preserve that friend- 
ship, which is proposed by the Members. 

15. The causes of removing any officer or ejecting any 
member shall be for negligence in the affairs of the Society, 
after receiving three respective admonitions, for fraudulent 
dealing for contemptuous disobedience to the laws and orders 
of the Society or for defaming or maliciously damaging the 
same. 

16. The names of Benefactors shall be honourably men- 
tioned in a book to be provided for that purpose, which book 
shall be kept by the Curators and in it shall be partic- 
ularized the respective donations of the Benefactors. 

17. In case of death or the recess of any fellow, the vice- 
president shall note it in the margin of the List in the statute 
book over against his name. 

18. "When any matter comes before the Society, the fel- 
lows who speak to it, shall deliver their sentiments in as 
plain and concise a manner as they can. One only shall 
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speak at a time and none shall address the chair without 
standing. 

19. A Correspondence shall be attempted and kept up 
with other Societies of the same nature in Europe and else- 
where. 

20. To render this Society more and more serviceable to 
the community and to encourage every man to excel in his 
respective profession, calling, trade or occupation, and to 
promote industry and labour and to advance the manual 
arts, part of the stock of the Society shall be appropriated 
to be given in rewards and premiums to such merchants, 
artisans manufacturers and others as shall make any capital 
Improvements in their several branches, and likewise to such 
as shall make any important discovery and advancement in 
the arts of agriculture or anything relating thereto (as farm- 
ing, grazing &c) in minerology, metalurgy &c as the Society 
shall think proper from time to time. 

21. When any useful discoveries are made either by new 
Inventions or by the improvement of the old, these shall be 
published by the Society in the plainest and most intelligible 
manner and pains taken to introduce them into common 
practice, that all may reap benefit from them. 

22. To every corresponding member a certificate shall be 
sent in form as follows. 

A. B. is duly admitted a corresponding member of the 
American Society held at Philadelphia for promoting useful 

knowledge. Dated . . . Day of a.d Signed 

by order of the Society CD. corresponding Secty. 

23. Any corresponding member being in Philadelphia 
shall have liberty to attend the stated meetings of the Society, 
and if at any time he chuse to sign the Obligation, pay admis- 
sion money and the yearly contribution he shall be deemed 
a fellow. 

24. No corresponding member, who is not a fellow, shall 
have any voice in electing members, enacting or repealing 
laws, for the government of the Society, or in the disposal 
of any money or effects of the Society. 
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We who have hereunto subscribed do promise each for 
himself to promote the good of the American Society held 
at Philadelphia for promoting useful knowledge and to pur- 
sue the ends for which the same was founded ; we will be 
present at the meetings of the Society as often as conven- 
iently we can, and will observe the Statutes and orders of the 
said Society, provided that whenever any shall signify to the 
President under his hand, that he desires to withdraw from 
the Society, he shall be free from this Obligation. 
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